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Ci rcul ar W ndow I nstalled AsPart of Renovation

The showpiece of the
Swem Library renova
tion project, an enor-
mouscircular window
wasingaledinthefront

of thebuildingonApril

15, 2003. Thewindow du-
plicates the rings and
spokesdesignof thelibrary
logoandiscenteredinthe
building prow abovethe
main entrance. Two
smaller, complimentary,
rectangular windowswere
placed onthefloor below.

Funded by adonationfrom
Janet (* 49) and Cliff Fos-
ter of Evans, GA, the

Swem Window is an ad-
aptation of theround win-
dows in William and

Mary’s historic Wren

Buildingand symbolicaly
links the past and the fu-
ture. TheCollege'sfirstli-
brary was housed in the
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Wren Building, theoldest
academic building in con-
tinuoususeinAmerica

Theoverszedwindowis8

foot 4 inchesin diameter
andwelghtsapproximately

800 pounds. Theframeismade
of Honduran mahogany, avery
weather-resistant wood. The
window faces south and pro-
videsaview of apedestrianin-
tersection and a sundia that

mark the center of the“ new”

campus. Theroom behind the
window will beused asalibrary conferenceroom.

Thewindow’sinstdlation on the 15" marked the successful
completionof alongand complicated process Theinitid place-
mentwasdd ayed until additiona sructurd sted could beadded
tothebuilding’sexterior wal to support themassvepanes.

All three of the windowswere received from the mill

unfinished and had to be sent to a second company to
have amatching stain applied. Another negotiation was
necessary to coordinatethe delivery of thefinished win-
dowsand theinstallation work. Finally, four months
later than originally planned, thewindow was positioned
inits prominent spot above thefront door.

Severa businessfirmswereinvolvedin bringing thewin-
dow tothelibrary. Hanbury, Evans, Wright, Vlattas, &
Co. of Norfolk, Virginia, the construction project ar-
chitects, prepared the design blueprints.
Kolbe and Kolbe Millwork Company of
Wausau, Wisconsin, manufactured thewin-
dow. Gaston & Wyatt, Inc. of
Charlottesville, Virginia, added thefinish-
ing stain and provided additional molding
for theframe. East Coast Glass Systems
out of Richmond, Virginia, handled the pre-
cariousjob of putting the big window into

place. .
Carol McAllister,

Bibliographer/ReferenceLibrarian



CWF andW&M Libraries Cooperateto EnhanceAccessto Collections

TheColonid Williamsburg Foundation John D. Rockefdler
J. Library andthe College of Williamand Mary Libraries
haveformed the Williamsburg Research Libraries Part-
nership. Throughthepartnership, theinditutionsnow share
an online catalog and an automated library management
sysem.

Under thearrangement, Rockefeller Library installed the
Sirs Unicorn Library Management System. The Sirs au-
tomation product has been used at the Collegefor five

years, so the equipment and ex-

pertisetorunthesystemwerein

place. TheSwemLibrary sysems

gaff will managetheoperationfor

thetwo organizations.

Themerger combinesresourcerecordsat the Rockefdler
Library and the CW Folk Art Library with those of Swem
Library, Marshdl-WytheLaw Library, the Richard Bland
CollegeLibrary in Petersburg, VA, and the Virginial nsti-
tuteof Marine Science Library in Gloucester, VA.
Thecresation of thejoint database alowsfaculty, sudents,
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creation of ajoint information systemwill makeour re-
sources much morereadily accessibleto the scholarly
community, staff, sudents, andthegenerd publicdike. It
isardatively small investment with very large potential

returns”

According to Connie Kearns McCarthy, Dean of Uni-
versty Libraries, “ The Collegeof Williamand Mary and

the Colonid Williamsburg Foundation havealong estab-
lished, common commitment to actively usethe past to
create a better fu-
Likbraries

p benefit both organi-

zdionsand position

ustotakeadvantage

canvistthenew Williamsburg Research Library Partner-
shipwebsiteat swem.wm.edu/lion.

ture. Such a coop-
erative project will

of uniqueshared interestsand potentid opportunities.

The project compl etion date is October of 2003. You

staff, and researchersthroughout the
country to electronically accessthe
recordsof al theorganizationsby way
of theInternet. The collectionsinclude
many uniqueholdings amongthemrare
books, manuscripts, and other signifi-
cant primary materias.

The combined systemswill alsoim-
prove circulation procedures by pro-
vidingW&M éffiliaeswithasmplified
method of obtaining cardsto check out
CW materidsand makingiteasier for
CW employeesto get cardsto check
out W&M library items.

Thelibraries administratorspraisethe
new partnership asandliancethat will
have sgnificant benefitsfor both orga-
nizations. JamesHorn, Director of the
John D. Rockefeller Jr. Library, com-
mented, “ Both the John D. Rockefdler
Jr. Library and the College of William
andMary Librariesconsder thisawon-
derful opportunity to bring together the
strengths of our twoinstitutions. The

Save a Book!

Friendswho would like to underwrite the cost of conserving itemsin
our collections are welcome to do so. The following volumes are in
need of conservation, and the estimated cost of preserving them is
indicated.

¢ John Harris. DESCRIPTION OF THE USES OF GLOBES AND

THE ORRERY. London 1731. Thiscopy belonged to William Short

who taught at the College from 1758-1764. Thomas Jefferson was

oneof hisstudents. $150

¢ Felix Anthony deAlvarado. DIALOGOSINGLESESY ESPANOLES
London, 1719. Thiscopy bel onged to both Robert Dinwiddie, Virginia
governor from 1751-1758 and also to Louis Hue Girardin who was
appointed chair of modern languages at the Collegein 1803. $150

¢ William Camden. HISTORY OF THE MOST RENOWNED AND
VICTORIOUS PRINCESSELIZABETH. London, 1675. This copy
replaced onethat waslost in the Wren Building firein 1705. $225

¢ Joseph Tournetfort. A VOYAGE INTO THE LEVANT. 3 volumes
London 1741. Thiscopy belonged to members of the Leefamily who
lived at “ Greenspring”, aplantation near Williamsburg, and later to St.
George Tucker. $450

¢ Anthony Benezet. SOME HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF GUINEA.
Philadelphia, 1771. Thiscopy belonged to PhillisWheatley, thefa-
mous 18th-century poet and thefirst African American to publish a
book. $500




New Vice-Chair of theFriendsBoard Findsan
| nnovative Way to Support Swem Library

Sophie Lee ‘90, is the new vice-

chairman of theFriendsof theLibrary
Board. Joining the board just two
years ago, Sophie has already be-
come one of the library’s biggest

cheerleaders.

“I joined thelibrary board twoyears
ago and what has surprised memost
about working withtheboard ishow
involved and interested everyoneis
withthefuturegrowth and enrichment
of Swem...weadll havethesamegoa
inmind but we comefrom such dif-
ferent backgrounds.”

Ultimately, Sophiebdievesitistheaf-
fectionthat theboard holdsfor theCol-
legethat bindsthemtotheideaof pro-
motingandfogering SvemLibrary.

“I think thenew additionto thebuild-
ingisabsolutely fantastic. Swemhas
emerged asthe placewherestudents
canwork inanenvironment thatis
technologicaly and academicaly con-
ducive to study and growth. The
space has become onethat William
and Mary students and staff can be
proud...”

Likeothersontheboard, Sophiefeds
librariesarecritical assetsin acom-
munity.

“Whereelsebut at alibrary canyou
find or have accesstodl you needto
know on any given subject with

people who can help you navigate
through that sometimesdaunting task
of finding exactly what you need. Li-
brariesareintegral partsof commu-
nities. For example, my neighborhood

library hassectionsof Chinese(Man-
darinand Cantonese), K orean, Japa
nese, Hispanic and Arabic books.

Therearebook discussionsand film
lecturesonAsianand Hispanicfilms
aswell asAmericanliterature.”

Sophiesayssheisproudto beable
to play arolein helping the College
build acampuswhereacademicgods
can be accomplished and hasbegun
urging her friendsto support their own
dmamaters.

“I think about what isgoing onwith
gate-funded collegesand universties
inVirginiatoday, and thedifficulties
theseingtitutionsarefacinginsuch
chalenging financial times, and it
troublesme. It makesmethink —how
arethese schoolsgoing to promote
higher educationand enrichagenera
tionwhenthey themselvesareinfis-
cd criss?How canwehdpretanwhat
makesthesecollegesso specid 7’

However, Sophiehasdonemorethan
just discussthefunding of higher edu-
cationwith her friendsand family. She
has set-up an endowment for theli-
brary that will support it for genera-
tionsto come.

“TheLee-Bracken Endowmentisa
collaborativeeffort of mysdf, my fa
ther —Matthew Lee, and Mary Beth
Bracken—afellow graduate. We de-
cided that we wanted to contribute
to the College. We decided that set-
ting up anendowment that would ben-
efit Swemwould be the best way for
usto giveagift that we knew would

continue beyondtheinitia donation.
When | learned of the Information
Commonsat Swemit seemedlikea
good match. My father and | work in
theInformation Technology fieldand
theideaof givingtothat areaand help-
ingthelibrary becometechnologicaly
sound would be ideal. Mary Beth
liked the idea of giving a gift that
would keep giving and suggested
pooling our money to makethe en-
dowment aredlity.”

Although sheisarecent graduate of
the College of William and Mary,

Sophiehascreated aninnovative ap-
proach to supporting the school finan-
cidly that could serveasamode for
other graduates and interested do-
nors. Her unique approach to philan-
thropy, however, istypica of William
and Mary sudentswho graduatefrom
the College and then chooseto give
back toit what they havebeen given.
For moreinformation about the Lee-
Bracken Endowment, contact

CatherineFraser inthe Swem Devel-
opment officeat 757-221-7779

EARL GREGG
SWEM LIBRARY
DeveELoPMENT OFFICE

SWEM.WM.EDU/DEV/



ElaineClinebelieveslibrariesaregreat gifts...

Elaine Cline’ 68 is the assistant director of the District of Columbia Public
Library in Washington and one of the newest members of the Swem Friends
of the Library Board. Elaine worked at Swem Library when she was a stu-
dent at William and Mary and saysthisinfluenced her decisiontogotolibrary
school after graduation. Elaine believesthat librariesare great gifts.

“I think librariesof al kindsare oneof thegreat contributionstoAmerica...they
are such ademocratizing tool and they level the playing field for accessto
information. Ralph Nader’s interest in helping to revitalize the DC Public
Library after reading about the poor condition of our buildings is an
illustration of the importance that Americans place on their libraries. “

She sees Swem and librarieslikeit as placeswhere conversationstake place.

“When Swem first opened, Wednesday nights were “date nights, so if you
didn’t have adate on Wednesdays, that'swhere you studied, both malesand
females. Libraries on campuses have aways served that socia function.

Conversations can aso take place there between faculty and students. It'sa
place where everybody goes. You can have a conversation with someone
who wrote abook 300 years ago, or someone who wrote amagazine article
amonth ago. Thisconversation paradigmiswell-known among librariansand
frequently quoted.”

She met her husband, Bob, during her sophomore year at William and Mary
when they were both orientation leaders. They married after graduation in
June. ThereisalsoaWilliamand Mary traditionin Elaing’ sfamily. Her older
sister, Fredna Fuquay ' 64, attended the College as well.

Elainehasa soworked for academic libraries, and while she enjoysworking
with publiclibraries, shemissesta king with college students.

“My big deprivationright now isthelack of collegestudents. | think if you're
alibrarianyour red jobisproviding library servicesevenif you' reworkingin
adminigtrationinapubliclibrary. | realy enjoyed interacting with college stu-
dents”

Likemany William and Mary graduates, Elaine feesthe Collegeis specid.
Sheespecialy likedthesmall classsizesand particularly rememberseight or
ten of her fellow students sitting around atablein aclassroom with aprofes-
sor reading the biography of Macolm X,

something shefeelswasanincredible educational experience. Shesaid many
of her classmatesare il very good friends.

She was drawn to the library board because of her love for libraries and
because of her belief that agood library iscrucia to the successof acollege.
She said alibrary enriches students and faculty, especialy younger faculty
who are under agreat deal of pressure to research and publish.

“1 have always kept up with Swem...not everyone understands that giftsto
thelibrary are enduring and come back to you 100 fold. It'snot ablack hole
that just warehouses information, and today libraries are asked to perform
both traditional rolesand provideaccessto information technology, whichisa
doublewhammy...”

Elaine hastwo daughters. Melissaisaforeign service officer in Lagos, Nige-
ria, and Juliais an attorney living in San Diego. Juliamet her husband at a
library, which seemsappropriate considering Elaine’ slovefor them.
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From the Dean

The beginning of an aca-
demic year brings excite-
ment, new energy, and of course, new faces
to campus. The staff of Swem Library is ea
ger to welcome you and assist you with the
challenges of a new academic year. It is ex-
citingto beinthefinal phase of our major con-
struction project, which beganinthe spring of
1999. However, thisyear will till beayesr of
changefor thelibrary. Astheyear progresses,
renovated floorsof theold building will become
available, sartingwiththethirdfloor inthefall.
Additionally, over thewinter recess, all of the
bookswill be moved to their permanent loca-
tioninthestackson thesecond andthirdfloors.
Then, in spring 2004, the first floor Informa:
tion Commonswill open. Thesecondand third
floorswill havebright pleasant pacesfor study,
“wired” group studies, and workstations dis-
tributed throughout thefloors. Wewill dso con-
tinueto offer our popular laptop check-out ser-
vice, increas ng theloan period fromtwo hours
tofour hours.

For our public programsthisyear, wewill be-
ginwith anew Swem Speskers Series. Speaker
Newt Gingrichwill beour first lecturer. Heis
the co-author of Gettysburg, a Civil War

novel. He will speak Saturday, September

20th. Details will be forthcoming. Then on

Thursday, November 20th, we will welcome
Gail Paster, named Director of the Folger

ShakespeareLibrary in July 2002 . Dr. Paster
isa Shakespeare scholar who has spent many
yearsasaFolger researcher and who will talk
about the treasures of the Library.

Finally, aswecompletetherenovation, wewill
open exhibit spacein therotundas on the 1,
2nd, and 3rdfloors. Wewill havewell-designed
exhibit casesto showcase collections, highlight
student projectsand artwork, and featuretrav-
dingexhibits

Come share our excitement as we open our
new space. Aswe move our collections and
servicesto their new locations, weinviteyour
commentsand suggestions. Wewant our new
space to serve you well. We look forward to

hearing fromyou. ,
ConnieKearnsMcCarthy, Dean,

University Libraries




